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On 17 May 2022, after a Covid man-
date-induced hiatus lasting two years, 
Norwegians took to the streets to cele-
brate the anniversary of the proclamation 
of their constitution. It was the first such 
event I had personally witnessed and, for 
an Austrian citizen born in the 1980s, it 
was quite a sight to behold: 17 May is 
the day of the year when most Norwe-
gians dress up in traditional costumes or 
put on something elegant, and go out to 
celebrate. As my neighbour told me, ‘at 
least once a year, we put aside our differ-
ences and come together as one people’. 

The 2022 festivities were unusually 
exuberant, however, and the mood could 

not be attributed to Covid-19 alone. Quite 
the contrary. Beginning on 24 February 
2022, the Russian ‘special military op-
eration’ in Ukraine has had a profound 
and rather curious impact on Norwegian 
society. 

‘We are marching to show our 
gratitude to Norway’

Under this header Bergens Tidende, the 
most popular newspaper in Norway’s sec-
ond-largest city, reported on the specif-
ically Ukrainian aspects of its 17 May 
parade. As is so often the case, there is 
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much, much more to this than first meets 
the eye. 

This article is an investigation into the 
strange underworld where the EU’s ten-
tacles exert considerable, though fairly 
well-concealed, influence on the effect of 
non-governmental organisations on pub-
lic opinion—and policy. In other words, 
this is an inquiry into the role of sever-
al such NGOs and their connections to 
both the EU Commission and, in partic-
ular, the German government. Although 
it certainly seems possible, particularly 
in this day and age, that foreign intelli-
gence services may also be involved, the 
available documentation does not provide 
conclusive evidence of this. 

As our point of departure, we shall first 
take a closer look at the article in Bergens 
Tidende, which appeared on 17 May 2022 
[2]. Written by Pål Andreas Mæland, it 
contains a wealth of quite intriguing bits 
and pieces of information (I take full re-
sponsibility for the translation and the 
emphases in the citations that follow):

‘In the main procession, the Ukraini-
ans’ Association in Bergen was among 
the formations that received the most 
applause along the route… 

“This is the first time we have partici-
pated in the 17 May festivities. It is fan-
tastic”, says Volodymyr Novosad, the 
chairman of the Association.

“I used to call myself Valdemar in Nor-
way, but now Norwegians have learned 
that I have the same first name as Pres-
ident Zelensky”, he adds.

[Mr Novosad] has lived in Norway for 
20 years, and the Association has always 
been so small that there would have 
been no point in participating in the 
17 May festivities. 

“But now there are many more 
Ukrainians in Bergen, it's quite unfor-
tunate, if we consider why they are actu-
ally here”, says Novosad.

Well over 1,000 Ukrainians came to 
Bergen as refugees after the Russian in-
vasion on 24 February.’ 

At the time, many of the Ukrainian refu-
gees were put up in the 4-star Rosencrantz 
Hotel next to Bergen’s Hanseatic Quarter, 
Brygge. In May 2022, these rooms were 
priced at slightly more than 200 € per per-
son and night, including breakfast. In oth-
er words: someone managed to get quite 

a good deal, all things considered. It was 
probably not the worst way to spend the 
tax-payer’s hard-earned money, in partic-
ular given the potentially traumatic expe-
riences of many refugees. 

However, I have not forgotten what the 
mother of one of my daughter’s kinder-
garten friends told me around the same 
time. Of Russian extraction herself—
her parents had emigrated to Norway as 
white-collar professionals in the 1990s—
and working as a clinical psychiatrist at 
the University Hospital, she told me that

‘here in Bergen, most of the Ukrainian 
refugees actually ask for information and 

counselling in Russian.’

By the way, this is also true of the one 
refugee family that was resettled in the 
small rural community in the Sognefjord 
I call home today; their children attend 
my daughter’s school. Much to the bewil-
derment of my daughter—and, I would 
hasten to add, contrary to the non-stop 
propaganda in legacy media—many ref-
ugees here in Norway speak Russian, not 
Ukrainian.

I do not doubt the sincerity of local 
bureaucrats in their desire to help the 
Ukrainian refugees; they prepared leaf-
lets, brochures, and all kinds of services—
all in the Ukrainian language.

My acquaintance of Russian extraction 
shares the predicament felt by many ref-
ugees—they frequently find themselves 
quite uncomfortably positioned between 
a rock (Russia’s ‘special military opera-
tion’) and a hard place (an attachment to 
their ‘inner’ Ukrainian). The mantra ‘we 
stand with Ukraine’, so frequently ped-
dled by politicians and amplified by leg-
acy media, typically overlooks the dis-
tinction between ‘the people of Ukraine’ 
and the government in Kyiv, to say noth-
ing about the ethno-linguistic divide be-
tween speakers of Ukrainian and Rus-
sian. 

More on this from the article in Ber-
gens Tidende: 

‘The members of the Ukrainians’ As-
sociation are both Ukrainians who have 
lived here for a long time and newcom-
ers. They carried both Norwegian and 
Ukrainian flags.’

“We are marching to show our grat-
itude to Norway for all the help from 
the municipalities and the Norwe-
gian people”, says Oleksandr Aleksan-
drovskyy, who joined the procession of 
Novosad…

The war in Ukraine was clearly the 
backdrop to this year’s 17 May festiv-
ities. And unlike in Oslo, there was 
no debate about the use of Ukrainian 
or any other foreign flags. Along the 
route, many Ukrainian flags were to be 
seen, as well as Norwegian ones.

“17 May in Bergen is for everyone, and 
people can come with any flag they want. 
We have paid particular attention to inte-
grating the Ukrainian refugees who have 
come here, and we hope we have succeed-
ed”, says [Cecilie] Lycke [chairwoman of the 
17 May Organisation Committee].’

Note, by the way, that the same mech-
anism is used to conflate the Norwegian 
government with the Norwegian people. 
One should remember that—with no pub-
lic debate—the former had shipped heavy 
guns to Ukraine less than two weeks ear-
lier [3].

Then there’s the mention of Oslo, hint-
ing at the larger issues of ‘antifascism’ 
and the anti-Russian sentiment that was 
openly encouraged. Here is the rest of 
Bergen Tidende’s article:

‘In the speeches at “Festplassen”, Ber-
gen’s main square, where the official part 
of the festivities took place, Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine was mentioned fre-
quently…

In his speech commemorating the fall-
en, the commandant of Bergenhus for-
tress, Commander Erik Alf Bøe, said: 
“We thank everyone who is fighting in 
Ukraine, not only for their own coun-
try, but for the whole world. A new fas-
cist regime has become a threat to the 
world”.

He drew parallels between the cur-
rent Putin regime and Hitler’s Ger-
many, which invaded its neighbours 
84 years ago. 

Rune Bakervik, the mayor of Ber-
gen also devoted much of his speech to 
Ukraine: Amongst other things, he said: 
“If you read the text of the Ukrainian na-
tional anthem—‘The glory of Ukraine has 
not yet perished’—you will understand 
that Ukraine cannot lose the war”.’
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This is about as dishonest as it gets: 
the military commander of the Bergen-
shus—one of the key pillars of the Nor-
wegian state—compares Putin with ‘Hit-
ler’ and describes him as the leader of 
‘a new fascist regime’ that ‘threatens the 
world’.

Faking History: Vladimir Putin  
as the ‘new Hitler’  
(and Stalin, all at once)

Commander Bøe certainly made these 
statements with the approval of—if not at 
the behest of—his superiors, i.e. the Nor-
wegian military and/or government. With-
out a doubt these statements will have been 
cleared with the military command or the 
Defence Ministry in advance.

This fact alone is quite significant 
and should serve as a reminder that one 
should distinguish between a government 
and the people. In the aftermath of the 
Second World War, at the Nuremberg 
Trials, ‘even’ Joseph Stalin had insisted 
on this particular differentiation. Today’s 
‘collective West’ no longer does.

Lest you accuse me of false equivalenc-
es or ‘whataboutism’, keep in mind that 
until about 2016–17, Western legacy me-
dia routinely, and quite accurately, reported 
on the ubiquitous presence of Neo-Nazi or 
ultra-nationalist sentiments, paramilitary 
groups, and armed formations, mainly the 
Azov Regiment. I have written about this 
elsewhere [4], and I shall not dwell on this 
aspect here.

From 2016–17 onwards, however, this 
changed: Azov and the Ukrainian far-
right paramilitaries became ‘freedom 
fighters’, were supplied with western 
equipment, and trained by NATO offi-
cers. Just before the commencement of 
Russia’s ‘special military operation’, these 
inconvenient facts simply vanished.

Well, what facts are we actually talking 
about?

Please read the Minsk 1 and 2 agree-
ments [5] that both became part of inter-
national law via the UN Security Coun-
cil. Note that the common trope, accusing 
Russia of violating the agreements, is sim-
ply false: Moscow was a guarantor—much 
like France and Germany, since the agree-
ments pertained to the Kyiv government 

and the Don-
bass republics. 
Note, further, that both 
former French president 
François Hollande and former Ger-
man chancellor Angela Merkel have since 
revealed their duplicity [6].

There were almost no Russian troops 
in Donbass before February 2022, which 
was, by the way, quite accurately reported 
by the Kyiv Post [7] and the Washington 
Post [8], among others (yes, according 
to the former, there were some 56 Rus-
sians, which is about the number of, say, 
Swiss mercenaries in Syria fighting on 
behalf of ISIS).

This is the background before which 
the dramatic rise of Ukrainian paramili-
tary formations, especially the notorious 
Azov formations, must be understood: 
they became part of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine (AFU). This was all described 
in a Reuters article published on 26 Jan. 
2022 [9]. Note that these paramilitaries 
are under the command of the Ministry 
of the Interior, which explains why the 
Russian Supreme Court announced that 
members of the Azov formations would 
not be tried as members of the military, 
but as terrorists [10].

Speaking of these paramilitary for-
mations, it is well known and widely ac-
knowledged by a variety of governmen-

tal institutions and media outlets, such as 
USA Today [11], that the Azov units con-
sist of far-right extremists. Entirely disre-
garding these facts, Western legacy media 
condemn any mention of this as ‘Russian 
propaganda’, as, for example, Le Monde 
[12]. Nonetheless, the widespread pres-
ence of Neo-Nazis has been confirmed by 
the Times of Israel [13], members of the 
Simon Wiesenthal Centre [14], and the 
US Army’s Combating Terrorism Cen-
tre at West Point Military Academy [15], 
among others.

Interested readers can follow through 
on this issue in a piece I wrote in April 
2022, which documents the contortions 
German legacy media engage in to ob-
scure this very fact [16].

In my 8–9 May 2022 column I brought 
more of this madness to light [17], such 
as renaming the Russian-German Mu-
seum in Berlin—they dropped the ‘Rus-
sian’—even though the museum is ded-
icated to the remembrance of Hitler’s 
attack on the USSR during WW2. In the 
meantime, the Ukrainian ambassador to 
Germany called upon the German gov-
ernment to ‘take this war more serious-

Symbolic Image,  
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ly… which means going beyond merely 
symbolic gestures, and to undertake all 
that is possible… to ensure that Ukraine 
doesn’t lose this war’.

Exiled American former marine and 
police officer-turned-journalist John 
Mark Dougan has documented what went 
on in the recently vacated Azov HQ out-
side Mariupol (there is one video last-
ing 15.22 minutes [18] and another a bit 
shorter at 5.47 minutes [19]).

I would encourage everyone to watch 
these videos and see for themselves the 
huge amount of Neo-Nazi and other far-
right paraphernalia that was left behind. 
Note, also, that there is clear evidence of 
US-supplied ammunition, which again 
hints at the usefulness—or outright ne-
cessity—of distinguishing between ‘the 
people’ (both individually and collec-
tively) of any state and the government 
of said state.

By the way, John Mark Dougan served 
with the US Marines and later became 
a police officer in Florida. In the latter 
capacity, he unearthed rampant corrup-
tion, including the shenanigans known as 
‘Russiagate’ (which was about as ‘true’ 
as the claims that ‘we in the West’ are 
supporting the ‘freedom fighters of the 
Azov formation’). Dougan posted the 
material online after trying in vain to in-
terest the authorities in these activities—
only to have his residence raided by the 
FBI. Dougan was then placed on a no-
fly list, escaped from the US to Canada 
in 2016, and emigrated—or was forced 
into exile—to Russia where he applied 
for asylum. US attorneys have threat-
ened Dougan with 95 years in prison. 

As an illustration of the different por-
trayals in western legacy media and re-
ality, read Mark Dougan’s own account 
[20] and compare it with what the me-
dia say [21] (I had to replace the original 
link [22] to the Daily Beast with a link 
in the Wayback Machine, because the 
original doesn’t work anymore; it was 
fine two days ago when I started writ-
ing this piece.)

The stage is thus set and we can turn 
to the main plot. 

Ukrainian and Russian Exile NGOs 
in Norway—and their Funders

At the beginning of this article, I prom-
ised to take you down a very particular 
rabbit-hole. Without much further ado, 
therefore, I will show you how all of the 
above—Norway’s 17 May festivities, the 
Azov formations, the Kyiv government, 
and the machinations of Western govern-
ments and intelligence services—inter-
sect.

To properly set this up, I take recourse 
to a piece that appeared in Bergens Ti-
dende on 15 February 2022 [23]. It con-
tains several issues that warrant atten-
tion:

‘The Ukrainians’ Association in Ber-
gen holds that Norwegians don’t under-
stand that Ukraine has been at war for 
eight years: “People die every day”, says 
Volodymir Novosad (52).’

It is at least a little curious that this 
article appeared literally one day be-
fore the Ukrainian army and paramili-
tary began firing into the Donbass from 

across the line of contact, thereby pre-
cipitating the Russian ‘special military 
operation’, as is well known. This infor-
mation derives from the OSCE’s Spe-
cial Monitoring Mission to Ukraine, as 
per their report dated 21 February 2022 
[24], which can be downloaded directly 
[25] (the graphs depicted below are from 
pages 2 and 3):

A whopping 81.4% of all conflict-re-
lated civilian casualties in Ukraine from 
2018 up to 31 December 2021 occurred 
on the territory held by the Donbass 
‘separatists’. In other words, according 
the UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights [26] (data on p. 2), four out of five 
casualties were most likely due to fire 
originating from territory held by the 
Kyiv government. 

Returning to the above-cited Bergens 
Tidende piece from 15 February 2022, 
which cites Hanna Veits (28), a native 
of Lugansk in the Donbass who fled to 
Bergen where she now studies music (she 
plays the violin):

“‘For eight years, no one thought 
that Russia would invade, but now we 
know better and think one must be 
prepared for everything. The suitcases 
were packed and I had been working hard 
to get travel documents for the cat, hop-
ing that, if something happened, I would 
quickly be able to apply for asylum in 
Norway”, said Veits.’

Then there is a quote from Mr No-
vosad:

‘“Russian President Vladimir Putin 
said on Tuesday that he did not want war. 
He has also said that Russia has started a 
partial withdrawal. 

Image 1: This appeared in the news-ticker of NRK; the highlighted sentences translate as follows: ‘This is one of many protests in Norwegian 
cities today. The organisation “SmåRådina: For Democracy in Russia” has organised a protest outside the Russian embassy in Oslo at 11 a.m. 
on Thursday’. (Image: Screenshot NRK News ticker)
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It is difficult to believe what he says. He 
speaks with many tongues”, says Volo-
dymir Novosad (52).’

As a reminder, this piece appeared on 
15 February 2022, just one day before the 
Ukrainian side began to heavily increase 
their shelling of Donbass.

It is perhaps not surprising that a clear 
anti-Russian bias was discernible at least 
11 days before the beginning of the Rus-
sian operations in eastern Ukraine.

Equally unsurprising is the fact that 
there was a ‘spontaneous’ anti-Rus-
sian demonstration outside the embas-
sy in Oslo, which was reported as ear-
ly as 9.53 a.m. Norwegian time by the 
Norwegian state broadcaster NRK on 
24 February 2022, the first day of the 
Russian ‘special military operation’. (See 
Image 1).

What a coincidence to find Mr  No-
vosad from the Ukrainians’ Association 
website [27] mentioned with reference to 
anti-war protests in many Norwegian cit-
ies! Similar news items also appeared in 
English [28]. The organisation ‘SmåRå-
dina’ (Little Motherland) began to inter-
est me and I wondered who they might 
be... 

On SmåRådina’s website [29], the or-
ganisation describes itself as ‘the place 
for all those concerned about Russia and 
the development of democracy in Rus-
sia’.

SmåRådina is a ‘pro-democra-
cy-in-Russia’ NGO based in Norway [30] 
that also runs the website stopvoina.no 
(stop the war) [31]. The website has little 
to no information on SmåRådina’s fund-
ing [32].

They are working on a big project en-
titled #freenavalny [33] that provides 
some clues about where they may get 
part of their funding: from other west-
ern ‘NGOs’, governments, and/or intel-
ligence services.

And then there is Eugenia Khoroltse-
va, a member of SmåRådina’s steering 
committee [34], who piqued my inter-
est. Because the link leading to infor-
mation on her has been taken down, one 
has to make do with a rather fawning 
piece in the New York Times that fea-
tures her [35].

Ms Khoroltseva was—or is (?)—not 
only a member of SmåRådina, mentioned 

favourably in the NYT, but also a project 
leader with a focus on Russia for the Nor-
wegian Human Rights Academy Men-
nesketsrettighetsakademiet [36], based 
in Oslo.

As regards their funding, the Human 
Rights Academy’s Annual Report is rath-
er ambiguous:

‘In 2021, [Human Rights Academy’s] 
activities have been funded through proj-
ect support from the City of Oslo, Spare-
bankstiftelsen DNB, the Directorate of In-
tegration and Diversity (IMDI), the DAM 
Foundation, the Nordic Council of Min-
isters, EEA/Norway Grants, the Lennox 
Foundation, and others. Income is also 
derived from fees for lectures, workshops, 
and counselling, as well as membership 
fees. After a challenging year in 2018, 
when [the Human Rights Academy] re-
ceived significantly less funding for its ac-
tivities in Russia than in previous years, we 
have had a good development. The outlook 
for 2022 and beyond is positive.’

Curiously enough, while ‘others’ are 
mentioned, in addition to the EEA/
Norway Grants, the latter’s bland and 
non-specific website is left out [37].

Let us return to Eugenia Khoroltseva, 
though, to avoid getting lost in the under-
world of NGO financing.

DARE to Know

Apart from her engagement on the part of 
the Oslo-based Norwegian Human Rights 
Academy, Ms Khoroltseva is also a member 
of the steering committee of DARE [38], 
the network for ‘Democracy and Human 
Rights Education in Europe’ [39].

DARE is another NGO that does not 
disclose its funding sources. When you 
click on the link titled, ‘about the DARE 
network’ [41], you find the following in-
formation:

‘The Democracy and Human Rights 
Education in Europe (DARE) Network 

Ms Khoroltseva next to fellow DARE board members Matia Losego, Eugenia Khoroltseva, Frank 
Elbers, Georg Pirker, Zuzka Schreiberova, Agnese Balode and Marco Oberosler (from left to 
right) [40].
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is a Europe-wide network of primarily 
NGOs, academic institutions and train-
ing providers devoted to promoting ac-
tive democratic citizenship and human 
rights through formal education, non-for-
mal and informal education, and life-long 
learning.’

It sounds wonderful, doesn't it? Al-
though DARE does not disclose its fund-
ing, they at least have a sub-page entitled 
‘partners’ [42], which provides some in-
sight into their backers. Their support de-
rives from, among others, the Council of 
Europe, the EU Agency for Fundamental 
Rights [which patently ignores Julian As-
sange] [43], the Lifelong Learning Plat-
form, and … NECE.

Now, NECE stands for the Network-
ing European Citizenship Education, yet 
another of the ‘NGOs’ that, much like 
the proverbial Russian matryoshka dolls, 
keep on turning up once one starts open-
ing up the ‘about’ pages.

A Trail of ‘NGOs’ Leads to the EU 
… and the German Government!

I discovered that both DARE and 
NECE are supported by the Arbeitskreis 
deutscher Bildungsstätten e.V., the Asso-
ciation of German Educational Organiza-
tions, or AdB [44]. The AdB is

‘an association made up of approxi-
mately 170 continuing education centres 
throughout Germany with various pro-

files—youth education centres, adult ed-
ucation centres, academies, Europe cen-
tres, educational centres of party-related 
foundations and international encounter 
centres. As a whole, these independent ed-
ucational organisations represent a wide 
spectrum of various training offers as well 
as organisational structures…

Our aim is to preserve and promote 
civic education as an important ele-
ment of democracy. Democracy is not 
only a form of government but needs 
to be experienced and promulgated in 
the daily lives of citizens. Civic educa-
tion is a training field for democracy. 
Through their training offers, the mem-
ber organisations of the association strive 
to motivate and enable citizens to recog-
nize the relationship between the condi-
tions given by political frameworks and 
their own lives, play an active role in pub-
lic affairs and participate in shaping so-
cial and political processes. The member 
organisations see themselves as places 
of encounter between people of differ-
ent cultures, demographic groups and 
worlds. As a specialised organisation of 
civic education we foster an exchange 
of information and experience, train-
ing and a joint representation of inter-
ests in the area of civic education. We 
actively contribute to specialised dis-
cussions on civic education. We advo-
cate a European Educational Network 
for Human Rights and Democracy and 
are committed to the realisation of equal 

opportunities between men and women 
in all our fields of work’ (my emphases, 
their propaganda).

On the other hand, NECE is connect-
ed to DARE, which, in turn, is connect-
ed to the Oslo-based Human Rights 
Academy via shared personnel, specif-
ically Ms Khoroltseva, who also works 
for the anti-Putin activist group SmåRo-
dina, whose members work with the 
Ukrainian Association in Bergen. It’s 
a small world.

The website of the Arbeitskreis 
deutscher Bildungsstätten e.V. has a fair-
ly comprehensive, though somewhat con-
fusing ‘mindmap’ showing the partners 
they work with [45] (Image 2).

Again, we can easily make out both 
DARE and NECE as well as another in-
stitution called ‘TEVIP’, which I had not 
come across before.

TEVIP stands for ‘Translating Europe-
an Values into Practice’ and is an organi-
sation with a web presence [46] offering 
‘Education on European Values’. In oth-
er words, they offer 

‘concepts and materials for education-
al activities to trainers, multipliers, and 
teachers on the topic of values. The aim 
is to enable and promote an open debate 
on this sensitive issue, and particularly 
on its European dimension.’

Curiously, they are very open about their 
‘target group’, which is defined as

‘multipliers working with young peo-
ple (aged under 25) who have had no or 

Image 2: Mind Map 
with Partners of the 

‘Arbeitskreis deutscher 
Bildungsstätten e.V.’ 

(Source: Arbeits
kreis deutscher 

Bildungsstätten e.V. 
[45], screenshot)
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only little contact with Europe-related 
topics before. Most activities have been 
developed for use in non-formal educa-
tion but may also be used by teachers in 
formal education. They can also be used 
by international youth groups at Europe-
an youth events, camps etc. (emphasis in 
the original)’

TEVIP’s funding comes via the Eras-
mus+ program, i.e., from EU contri-
butions that flow into educational and 
research projects, at least from 2017 
through 2020. Its partners include (Im-
age 3)

If one wishes to contact them, there are 
two ‘Contact People’ [47]: Charlotte Wi-
esenthal in Berlin, Germany, and Ramón 
Martinez of the DARE Network.

However, their imprint page [48] in-
dicates that TEVIP’s homepage ‘is run 
by planpolitik Simon Raiser and Björn 
Warkalla’.

What is ‘Planpolitik’?

At this point, we have reached the (pre-
liminary) endpoint of this piece. Planpoli-
tik was founded in the mid-1990s [49] by 
Simon Raiser and Björn Warkalla, both 

students of Political Science at the Free 
University (FU) of Berlin. They claim to 
run ‘political simulation games’ and the 
like and, though their brainchild seems 
to have had quite a bumpy ride in the be-
ginning, Planpolitik is a very interesting, 
though little known, fixture in the never-
lands of NGO-mediated influence-ped-
dling.

Venturing on to their ‘partners’ page, 
you will discover who backs Planpolitik. 
For an organisation founded by two stu-
dents, their list of sponsors is quite im-
pressive, in particular because Planpoli-
tik only got off the ground in late 2004. 
Their ‘partners’ include:
	· Various German state governments 
(Berlin, North Rhine Westphalia, 
Thuringia)

	· Many universities, such as the FU, the 
Europa University Viadrina in Frank-
furt (Oder), the Universities of Mag-
deburg, Marburg and Duisburg Essen, 
among others, incl. universities outside 
Germany

	· Various religious institutions, most no-
tably a number of Lutheran academies 
(Berlin, Frankfurt am Main) as well as 
the Junge Islam Konferenz (Young Is-
lam Conference).

Image 3: Partners of TEVIP (Translating European Values into Practice) (Source: <https://www.tevip.eu/#partners>, Screenshot)
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	· A host of NGOs, including (again) the 
DARE Network, the partners we al-
ready encountered on the TEVIP web-
site, the Aga Khan Foundation (Por-
tugal), the Bertelsmann and Joachim 
Hertz Foundations, as well as all the 
major party-affiliated foundations 
of the SPD (Friedrich Ebert Stiftung), 
the Greens (Heinrich Böll Stiftung), 
and the CDU/CSU (Konrad Adenau-
er Stiftung). Clearly, they are 'spread-
ing the risk’

	· And then there are virtually all of the 
institutions of the German state: the 
Bundestag, the Chancellery, the Feder-
al Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Edu-
cation and Research, Nutrition and Ag-
riculture, the Federal Press Office—as 
well as many institutions we could ex-
pect to find there, such as the EU Coun-
cil, UNESCO, and a host of other Ger-
man state and regional actors.

	· There are a number of institutions for 
higher education, ranging from ETH 
Zurich in Switzerland to the French 
École Nationale d’Administration (Ma-
cron’s alma mater), the Soros-fund-
ed CEU, the American University in 
Cairo, Egypt, the Fudan University in 
Shanghai, China, the Free University 
of Brussels, Belgium, and many, many 
more.

	· At the bottom of this long list, there is 
another host of foundations—from the 
Körber and Zeit foundations to the Ger-
man Marshall Fund, the Greens, and the 
Amadeu Antonio Stiftung.
Not bad for two virtually unknown po-

litical science graduates!

Bottom Lines

Most members of the Ukrainian diaspo-
ra in Norway were very open about the 
Neo-Nazis in the Azov formations, and 
no-one really believed in a Russian at-
tack—until mid-February 2022. Then, 
curiously, the mood shifted, literally one 
day before the Ukrainian formations be-
gan increasing their shelling of the Don-
bass on 16 February 2022, which pre-
cipitated the Russian ‘special military 
operation’ on 24 February.

On that very same day, 24 February 
2022, as early as 9.53 a.m. (10.53 a.m. 

in Moscow), Norwegian media report-
ed on a planned anti-war protest outside 
the Russian embassy in Oslo, organised 
‘at short notice’ by both the Ukrainians’ 
Association of Norway and an obscure 
NGO ‘for democracy in Russia’ called 
SmåRådina.

On SmåRådina’s board sits one Eu-
genia Khoraltseva, who also works for 
the Oslo-based Human Rights Academy 
(another NGO that does not disclose its 
funding, much like SmåRådina).

Ms Khoraltseva is also a member of 
the steering committee of the DARE 
Network, which appears to be a front 
organisation for ‘democracy education’, 
which DARE conducts in cahoots with 
TEVIP, another EU-funded front organ-
isation that is actually carried by Plan-
politik.

Planpolitik, then, is a Germany-based 
‘NGO’ that, while as mum about its fund-
ing streams as the DARE Network, is 
linked to both the Association of Ger-
man Educational Organizations and vir-
tually all the other ‘usual suspects’: EU 
and especially German state institutions 
on all levels, a plethora of universities and 
foundations.

These connections do not imply that the 
Ukrainians’ Association in Norway or the 
other ‘NGOs’ that appeared in this piece 
are all bought and paid for by the usual 
globalist suspects, although I readily admit 
one might reach that conclusion.

I do not wish to intimate that Mr No-
vosad or Ms Koraltseva are actually 
aware of these many connections and/or 
streams of funding.

What I do want to say, however, is this: 
how many Norwegians (and other Euro-
peans, for that matter) know—or care 
enough—about their body politic being 
systematically influenced by foreign gov-
ernments and transnational institutions, 
such as the Council of Europe, the EU 
Commission, or the German Govern-
ment?

This is of heightened relevance after 
the revelations by Seymour Hersh con-
cerning possible Norwegian involvement 
in the bombing of the Nord Stream Pipe-
lines in September 2022. While both the 
Norwegian and U.S. governments stren-
uously deny Hersh’s account (which, 
truth be told may or may not be true, but 
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I would add that Hersh’s track record is 
quite a tad more credible than that of 
the U.S. government), what we have not 
talked about nearly enough is the role of 
these ‘NGOs’ in various European and 
extra-European countries.

This is not to say that these ‘NGOs’ 
are intrinsically malign influences. An 
yet, if we consider a democratic régime 
to mean that these organisations should 
(must) transparently reveal their funding 
streams so that citizens can make truly 
informed decisions about whom to cele-
brate or trust, uncomfortable questions 
about the health of ‘our democracy’ and 
‘our values’ emerge.

However, these streams of money often 
remain hidden, perhaps left so uninten-
tionally by those working in legacy me-
dia, journalists who simply shun taking 
the time and making the effort required 
to disentangle these connections. It took 
me about a week of ‘research’ to system-
atise these connections, and my results, 
however interesting, remain shallow and 
are, at best, a preliminary effort. Nonethe-
less, these findings indicate that height-
ened levels of suspicion might be appro-
priate whenever one comes across any of 
these institutions, their funders, or even 
articles that speak highly of them.

Buyers beware!
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